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Article 6

Bicycle Crime Prevention Tips.

Bicycles have and always will be stolen if they are not secured correctly; even from the communal hallways or unlocked sheds of private properties so please take a few moments to read the following advice.

1. Always lock your bike, even if you are only leaving it for a few minutes

2. Avoid leaving your bike in isolated and/or dimly lit places - leave your bike where a potential thief can easily be seen

3. Get a good bike lock. Hardened steel D-shaped locks are recommended as the minimum standard.  Your local reputable bike shop should be able to advise you.

4. Lock your bike to an immovable object – use a bike rack, lampposts, railings or some solid object.

5. Secure removable parts (for example wheels) or take smaller parts with you (lights and quick release saddle)

6. Think about having your bike security marked or engraved.  Register your bike at www.immobilise.com

As always if you see or hear anything suspicious 

In an emergency phone 999. 

In a non emergency phone 0300 123 1212 
Or your local Safer Neighbourhood Police Team 

Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 allows you to report something anonymously

PC Karen Hunn

Lambeth NHW Manager. 
Tel; 020 7926 2716

Mobile; 07768 068281

Email; Karen.Hunn@met.pnn.police.uk
Or Khunn@lambeth.gov.uk
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Additional advice submitted by NHW coordinators:

I read a piece written with the cooperation of an ex-bicycle thief (I think in The Guardian) which suggested that thieves sometimes slash/damage tyres so that the owner will leave the bike where it is until they can come back to repair it, thereby allowing the thief more time to steal it. His advice was that you should always remove your bike immediately if you noticed it has been partially immobilised in this way.
On securing bikes at home, outside: make sure you can securely lock access to your garden, with a solid gate and that your fence panels or garden surround is solid and secure. Same goes for the shed if you have one. 

Where possible, make sure bikes are not left immediately visible in the garden, and locked to something. Homebase sell a good heavy chain that can be fastened to the wall for this purpose. The wall attachment can be secured by banging ball bearings into the alun key holes.

